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Loxpox, 3oth March, 1792. 
At the Annual General Meeting of the Correſpondent 
Board of the Society in Scotland for propagating 
Chriſtian Knowledge in the Highlands and Iſlands 


Reſolved Unanimouſly, 
That the Thanks of this Board be given to the 
Rev. DAVID BOGUE, for his Sermon preached 


before them this Day; and that he be requeſted. to 


permit the ſame to be printed for the Uſe of the 
Society. 
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Salters-Hall, March zoth, 1792, 


THE CORRESPONDENT BOARD IN LONDON 


FE THe 


' SOCIETY IN SCOTLAND 
(Incorporated by Royal Charter) 


FOR 
PROPAGATING CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE 
In the Highlands and Iſlands, 


_ ——  —— H — OE mom_—_— 


By DAVID BOGUE, A. M. 
— _—_k__—___________—_—————— 


Publiſhed at the Requeſt of the Society, and of the 
Correſpondent Board in London, | 


— 


LONDON: 
Printed by A. STxanan, Printer to the Society; 


And to be had (gratis) at Scotch Hall, Crane Court, Fleet. ffreet; 
at the Secretary's, Bethnal Green Road; and at the Author's» 


Goſport, Hants. 


MDCCKXCIII, 


MATT, VI. 10. 


THY KINGDOM COME, 


ANY public bodies of men are this day 

gathered together to conſult about the 
intereſt, and to provide for the welfare, of their 
conſtituents, Merchants are convened to ad- 
vance the proſperity of the commercial aſſo- 
ciations with the welfare of which they are in- 
truſted, Parliaments and national councils are 
met to deliberate on the moſt proper methods 
of promoting the happineſs of the communities 
over which they preſide. We are aſſembled, as 
the diſciples and ſervants of Jeſus Chriſt, with 
a view to enlarge the boundaries of his king» 
dom, and to increaſe the number of his ſub- 
jects. If, as individuals, we be inferior in re- 
ſpectability to the others, there is this in our 
favour, we have the nobleſt cauſe; and the ob- 


ject of our meeting is the moſt important. 


B All 
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17. 
All other kingdoms, if they fall not ſooner, 
muſt ſhare in the general deſtruction of this 
inferior ſyſtem; but for millions of millions of 
years afterwards, the kingdom of Chriſt ſhail 
ſtand, and'the happineſs of his people endure 
for evermore. As we are met together on the 
affairs of the Redeemer's kingdom, with what 
temper of mind ſhould we carry on our in- 
quiries ? Is it a ſuitable thing that our ſouls 
ſhould be deſtitute of affection to our Lord, or 
indifferent about his intereſts? No, Such a 
frame muſt be highly diſpleafing in the fight 
of Him who ſearcheth the heart. If we 
have brought with us this day the true ſpi- 
rit of the ſubjefts of Jeſus Chriſt, we are 
animated with the pureſt loyalty for our di- 
vine ſovereign, with the molt ardent zeal for 


the glory of God, and with a ſacred anxiety 


for the eternal happineſs of the ſouls of men. 
Such a diſpoſition hould pervade the whole 
aſſembly and if it do, we ſhall unite in offer- 
ing up in the devouteſt ſtrains of ſupplication, 
the words of the text, Thy kingdom came. The 
words do ſo evidently relate to the planting of 
the Chriſtian religion, and to the propagation 
of it among the nations which were ſitting in 


darkneſs, that nothing is Wee by 6-6 of 
explanation. 


The 
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The ſubject is plain. What is required, is 
to feel its importance and its excellence, and 
to be, animated with becoming zeal for the 
proſperity of the Redeemer's kingdom. If 
this zeal, like a ſacred fire, burn within our 
breaſts, it will make us look around the world, 
and examine the ſituation of the human race, 
with this view, that the religion of Jeſus a 
may be better underſtood and practiſed, 
countries where it is already known, and ie 
it may be propagated among thoſe nations 
which have never heard the Joyful ſound of ſal- 
vation. by a crucified Redeemer. ' And a calm 
and pious ſurvey will produce the following 
effects: 

I. It will diſcover to us the miſerable ſtate 

of that part of the world which is deſtitute of 
the knowledge of the Chriſtian religion. 


II. It will lead us to inquire into: the 
cauſe of *. miſery, and of the i ignorance from 
which it flows. OY 
III. It will ſer before us the moſt power- 
ful motives to leſſen, and, if poſſible, to re- 
move it. | 

IV. Ir will direct us to a view of the means 
which God has appointed, and which he or- 
dinarily employs for this purpoſe. And, 
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V. As the Society of which we are mem- 


bers, and the intereſts of which we are this day 


aſſembled to promote, furniſhes us with an op- 


portunity of extending the kingdom of Chriſt, 


it will, I hope, ſtimulate us to increaſe the 


power of the Society to do good, and to make 
the Redeemer's name more extenſively known. 


Theſe things I ſhall endeavour to illuſtrate 
and enforce; and may God favour us with his 
' Preſence, and command his bleſſing. 


1 "An attentive ſurvey. of the ſtate of the 
world will fill us with a deep ſenſe of the mi- 
ſerable condition of millions of the human 


race. 


If we turn our eyes to the abodes of thoſe 
who never heard of the goſpel of Chriſt, they 
occupy one half of the habitable globe. How 
many extenſive countries are ſtill the dwelling- 
place of pagans! We ſee them practiſing the 
rites” of their religion: but it is a religion 


which diſcovers to us, rational creatures ſunk 


into the loweſt ſtate of moral depravity. They 
know not the very object of religious worſhip. 


Tnſtead of adoring the great Jehovah, they 
bow down to idols: inſtead of paying homage 


to a Being endowed with every poſſible per- 
Fe&ion, they proſtrate themſelves before ſtocks 


E 


and ſtones which have eyes but ſee not. From 
fuch a ſpecimen of their religion, what ideas 
are we to form of it? Can it bring its profeſ- 
ſors to the knowledge, the favour, the love, 
the obedience, and the fruition of a Being of 
infinite wiſdom, ſanctity, rectitude, goodnels, 
and truth? Does it teach guilty men how to 
be reconciled to God, and how to live ſo as 
to pleaſe him well in all things? No. The re- 
ligion of pagans is ſilent concerning all theſe 
important truths. And with whatever anxiety 
the eyes of an inquiſitive perſon among them 
may look for information on theſe points, 
there is nothing before him but impenetrable 
darkneſs, like that which of old wrapped up 
the land of Egypt, when they refuſed to let 
Iſrael go. 


Nabe ſome may think that the picture is 
overcharged, and that the colours are too ſtrong. 
We, as fallible creatures, are always in danger 
of erring in our judgment; when therefore we 
can find an infallible guide, it is our wiſdom 
to lay hold of his hand, and follow him with- 
out queſtion or delay. Such a guide we have, 
and his ſteps I have traced; yes, the ſpirit 
of God fpake by the prophets and by the apoſ- 
tles, and dictated to them the words of 
unetring truth. Their .deſcription of the 

heathen 


Hey: 

heathen nations we may therefore conſider as 
preſenting to us the ſentiments of God himſelf. 
Read his words which were ſpoken by the 
mouth of his holy prophets: in a thouſand 
inſtances you will find them repreſent the fi- 
tuation of the pagans as the moſt deplorable 
that can be conceived. Attend alſo to the 
deſcription that is given of them by the apoſ- 
tles of Jeſus Chriſt ; they confirm the teſtimony 
of the prophets; and, if poſſible, the view that 
is given of them is till more diſtreſſing. See 
Rom. i i. 2023, 


Thus did the heathens appear to God. 


Should we think differently on the ſubject, 
remember, I beſeech you, that God's judgment 
is infinitely to be preferred to ours ? And is 
the ſtate of the pagan nations better and ſafer 
now, than it was in Aﬀyria and Egypt, when 
God reproved them by the prophets; or than 
it was in Greece and Rome, when Paul preach- 
ed the goſpel there, and denounced the wrath of 
God againſt all ungodlineſs and unrighteouſ- 


"neſs of men? Certainly not. How ox: e ee 


then muſt their condition m q 


Bur theſe are not che any cies that have 
a claim to our compaſſion. Mahometan de- 
lufion has extended its dominion over not 2 


1 3 } 


few of the largeſt and moſt fertile countries in 


the world. From the Jewiſh and the Chriſtian 


revelation, the falſe prophet learnt the doc- 
trine of one God, the creator of heaven and 
earth. But Jchovah appears not in his book 
arrayed in all his glorious perfections. The 
repreſentation of Him is exceedingly defective. 
Beſides, what an aſſemblage of ſuperſtitious 
rites? what ſtreſs is laid on external obſer- 
vances ? We read not in the Koran's unhal- 
lowed page, that © except a man be born 
ce again he cannot ſee the kingdom of God;“ 
and inſtead of that blood which cleanſeth from 
all ſin, the Muſſulman is directed to faſting, 
to prayers, to pilgrimages, l., order to atone 
for his crimes, and to pave his way to a 
paradiſe of ſenſual delight, which is to fur- 
niſh, if not the whole, yet a very conſiderable 
part of the joys of the faithful. Every one 
who reviews their ſyſtem muſt ſay: „OO that 
< their eyes were opened, that they might ſee 
** the wiles of the impoſtor who has deluded 
* them! O that they did but hear the voice 
ce of Jeſus, the only true prophet foretold in 


<< ancient times, to whom the nations ſhould 
ce give car!” 


If from them we turn our eyes to the Jews, 
in what a miſerable ſtate do we ſee the poſ- 


terity 
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eerity of Abraham, the friend of God? Behold | 


them graſping at the ſhadow, and ſpurning away 
the ſubſtance; profeſſing to honour Moles, 
while they reje the Meſſiah; concerning whom 
Moſes thus ſpake, © Whoſoever ſhall not 
de hearken to his word, God will require it 
« of him ;” and oppoſing the righteouſneſs of 
the law to the righteouſneſs which is of God 


by faith, Hear them blaſpheming Jeſus of 


Nazareth whom we adore, and of whom God 
hath ſaid, “ Neither is there falvation in any 
« Other; for there is none other name un- 
*« ger heaven given among men whereby 
te we muſt be faved.” Acts, iv. 12. And 
view them purſuing the ſame path as of old, 
when Paul their countryman, under the inſpi- 
ration of the Almighty, was fo affected with 
their deplorable condition, that he cried out 
in agony of ſou]: © I'could wiſh that myſelf 
* were accurſed from Chriſt for my brethren, 
* my kinſmen according to the fleſh,” 


4 This is not the whole liſt of perſons that 
implore our pity : there are multitudes liv- 


ing in what are called Chriftian lands, who are 


in a fituation equally deplorable. O that in 
ſome of theſe countries we did not behold 
images with Chriſtian names, before which 
-thoufapds proftrate themſelves and beg for 
yi 12 mercy! 
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mercy-! I beſe, alas! have as little tendency 
to bring the ignorant worſhippers to the know- 
ledge of the divine perfections, as the pagan 
idols of the Tartar and the Chineſe. In other 
places, where theſe relics of paganiſm have 
been thrown away, and the inhabitants boaſt 
of greater purity of religion, a ſight almoſt as 
afflictive preſents itſelf to view. Whole fami- 
lies and tribes there are which know not God, 
neither his nature, nor his grace, nor his laws, 
nor his goſpel, nor his promiſes ; but gloomy 
ignorance with her horrid train, led on by ſu- 
perſtition and error, ſurrounds the miſerable 
objects. While we ſurvey them, who can re- 
frain from thinking of the words of a compaſ- 
fionate God, who, with all the tenderneſs of 
pity for periſhing ſinners, thus expreſſes his 
regret; © My people is deſtroyed for lack of 
c knowledge!” 


When we conſider theſe things, if we have 
the ſpirit of Chriſtians, rivers of water will run 
down our eyes, becauſe tranſgreſſors know not 
Chriſt's goſpel, and keep not God's law. 
Should a perſon come to each of us and ſay, 
« Your brother is led into captivity ; he ſerves 
« a cruel maſter; he is doomed to the moſt 
© jonoble drudgery from day to day: I ſaw 
« him bound with chains, and from his maſ- 


C cc ter's 
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ee ter's caprice, caſt for a time into a dungeon 
te dark as the ſhadow of death! the mourn- 
ful tidings would embitter the cup of life, 
« Is my brother,” would each ſay, * my bro- 
ce ther, whom I love as my own ſoul, a bond 
e ſlave? Perhaps he now feels the laſh of his 
ce cruel maſter, or is galled with the weight of 
ce the iron which entereth into his ſoul. Wo is 
e me! can I enjoy delight while he endures 
ce the bitterneſs of ſorrow and diſtreſs?” Here 
are brethren, children of the ſame common 
father, not one, but hundreds of millions. 
They are the ſlaves of Satan, who ruleth amidſt 
the darkneſs of this world; they are faſtened 
with the. chains of fin and the fetters of ini- 
quity z and they are confined in the gloomy. 
priſon of ignorance of God, where darkneſs 
covers the nations, and groſs darkneſs the 
people. When will their miſery end! Are 
we unmoved at their diſtreſs, and yet do we 
preſume to call ourſelves Chriſtians? When 
Paul was at Athens, and ſaw the people wholly 
given to idolatry, his heart was moved for 
them. And ſhould not ours be moved alſo 
when we behold the ignorance and idolatry 
of ſo many of the human race? But I call 
you not to give way to unavailing ſorrow. 
Paul's grief ſtimulated him to employ the moſt 
vigorous endeayours to deliver the Athenians 

* | from 


2 

from their miſerable condition, and to turn 
them to God from idols, to ſerve the living 
and true God, and to wait for his Son from 
heaven, In like manner I call on you to ex- 
ert yourſelves in favour of thoſe unhappy crea- 
tures who know not God, and obey not the 
goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, That you may fee 
how this is to be done, it is neceſſary that we 
ſhould know how it comes to paſs that they 
are in ſuch a ſtate; and this leads me to the 


II d. head of diſcourſe; namely, to inquire 
into the cauſe of their miſerable ſituation. 


It is not my deſign. to inveſtigate the cauſes 
of that imbecility of mind, that perverſeneſs 
of will, and that diſorder of all the faculties, 


which leads rational creatures to a worſhip and 


ſentiments which we are grieved at while we 
review. Theſe cauſes are plainly taught in the 
word of God to the humble in heart. The 
fall of man, and the degeneracy that flowed 
from it, ſtand as plain facts in the moral 
world. They are not ingenious ſpeculations 
which require the acuteneſs of metaphyſical 
reaſoning to prove the truth of them. We 
have only to open our eyes on the heathen 
nations, and ſurvey the objects of their wor- 
ſhip, their unmeaning ſuperſtitious rites, their 
C 2 brutiſh 
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brutiſn conceptions concerning the obliga- 
tions, duty, and happineſs of man, and the me- 
thods they adopt to obtain the favour of their 
gods; and the matter is fo plain as to preclude 
a doubt. Look at the unhappy creatures in 

their moſt ſolemn acts of worſhip, and then 
take a view of the ignorance, the unconcern 
about the friendſhip of God, and the total 
want of religion among multitudes who live 
where the goſpel is preached, and you have as 
plain a demonſtration of the depravity of hu- 


man nature, as Euclid ever gave of any theo- 
rem in his book. 


I wiſh to view the ſubject in a different 
light, and to inquire why they are allowed to 
continue in this miſerable ſtate. Is it by any 
fault of ours? or are we to reſolve it into the 
ſovereign will and myſterious dilpeuſarions' of 
the nene Being ? 


Will it be accounted by any a ſufficient rea- 
ſon, and a ſatisfactory cauſe, without inquir- 
ing further, that God permits them to con- 

e tinue in their preſent ſtate?” No. He per- 
= mitted Cain to murder Abel his brother: but 
; did he therefore approve the action? He per- 
| | mitted the whole earth to become corrupt, ex- 
| cept N oah and his * : but the waters of 
| the 
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the deluge which deſtroyed guilty man, ſerve 
as a mirror to ſhew that the wickedneſs which 
he permitted he did abhor. He permits all 
the perjuries, the robberies, the murders, of 
which men are guilty: but the fire of hell, 
which he hath kindled for the puniſhment of 
tranſgreſſors, diſcovers by its hideous glare 
that theſe things are infinitely odious in his 


ſight, 


We muſt turn then to another quarter; and 
it will be the part of wiſdom to look firſt to 
ourſelves, and to inquire if we do not bear 
ſome ſhare of this guilt. And Tam afraid we 
ſhall not be able to exculpate ourſelves from 
being chargeable with the blood of their pre- 
cious ſouls. We call ourſelves the diſciples 
of Chriſt: but is it not owing to the coldneſs 
of the zeal of Chriſtians for the glory of God 
and the ſalvation of their fellow-creatures, that 
in ſo great a part of the world the darkneſs of 


paganiſm envelops the people? This appears 


to me to be the great and crying fin of the 
Chriſtian world: a fin of which we have, alas! 


been quite inſenſible. A zeal for their pecu- 


liar opinions all ſes and parties have diſco- 
vered in a plentiful degree; a zeal fo intenſe 
as frequently to kindle the fire of perſecution 
to conſume gainſayers. Even for modes of 


_ worſhip 
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worſhip has zeal been ſometimes ſo fervent, 
as to forge chains and to open the priſon doors 
for the reception of thoſe who could not con- 
form to all the indifferent rites, of the party in 
Power. But what zeal has been ſhewn for the 
converſion of the heathen nations, and for dif- 
Fuſing the light of divine truth in the dark 
corners of Chriſtian lands? We may juſtly 
bluſh while we review the annals of our coun- 
try. Here, Rome, thou mayeſt exult over us, 
and pronounce Britiſh .proteſtants careleſs and 
lukewarm! Thy zeal for the converſion of 
the heathen world, the number of miſſionaries 
whom thou haſt ſent forth, and the ardour that 
they have employed in teaching the doctrines 
and rites of thy church to.,pagans, in Africa, 
in Aſia, in America, and in the dark corners 
of proteſtant countries in Europe, cover us 
with ſhame. We of this land have reaſon to 
confeſs ourſelves guilty. We ſhould account 
ourſelves injured, if it were not granted that 
we are as Pious;,.as benevolent, as generous 
as any people that have ſubmitted to the croſs 
of Chriſt. But what effects of Chriſtian zeal 
can we boaſt? It would be eaſy to mention 
| diſtant countries diſcovered by the ſkill of our 
x mariners, and the munificence of our rulers ; 
countries where we have planted colonies to 
. cultivate the ſoil; countries where we carry on 
with 


— — — — 


C:.:88;21 

with the natives an extenſive commerce; 
countries which our armies have overrun, and 

which we have ſeized as our own; countries 

which our troops are now wetting with the 
tears and with the blood of the innocent inha- 
bitants; countries from which we have for a 

long courſe of years been dragging the wretch- 
ed natives into worſe than Egyptian bondage. 

But where 1s the country which we have exert- 

ed our zeal to reſcue from pagan darkneſs or 
Mahometan ' deluſion, and to bring to the 
knowledge and confolations of the goſpel ? 
What tribes of pagans have been converted by 
our miſſionaries? What churches have been 
planted by us in lands where Satan's feat was? 
What nations that bowed down to ſtocks and 
ſtones, have been influenced by us © to caft 
« their idols to the bats and to the moles,” 
and are now adoring the Creator and Redeem- 
er of ſinful men? Alas! we ſearch almoſt in 
vain. 


That a ſenſe of our guilt may be more deep- 
ly impreſſed on our conſciences, let us take a 
view of the manner in which chriſtianity was 
propagated in the world in former ages. As 
ſoon as the ſpirit was poured down from on 
high, the apoſtles carried the goſpel from 
country to country, and the darkneſs of pagan- 
iſm 


| . 

iſm fled before them. After their deceaſe, 
pious men, animated with a pure zeal for the 
happineſs of their fellow-creatures, travelled 
from place to place, and ſpread the light of 
the goſpel from city to city, and from province 
to province. Thus was the religion of Jeſus 
extended over a conſiderable part of the globe. 
Thus was it introduced into this highly-favour- 
ed land in which we dwell. The various ac- 
counts in eccleſiaſtical hiſtory render it highly 
probable that the goſpel was firſt brought 
hither by ſome obſcure individual, who, though 
his name be not inrolled in the annals of the 
Chriſtian church, is honoured in heaven for his 
active benevolence and his zeal. 


And how, think you, ſhall the goſpel be con- 
veyed to the nations that are ſtill ignorant of 
it ? Certainly in the ſame way, by the hallowed 
zeal of pious men. And ought not a ſpirit of 
zeal to have continued always in the Chriſtian 
church, as long as there was a heathen nation 
to be converted ? Eſpecially when we were en- 
lightened by means of the reformation and ſuc- 
ceeding advantages, ought not our zeal to 
have kept pace with, our improvement, and 
like the beams of the ſun, in proportion 
to the clearneſs of the atmoſphere, to have 


produced a more intenſe and ardent heat ? 
7 It 
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It ought, but it has not. And when God bleſſed 
us as a nation with increaſing wealth, ought 
not a part of this wealth to have been conſe- 
crated for extending the . knowledge of the 
goſpel of Chriſt? But has it? Alas! fo 
ſmall a pittance, in compariſon of what is an- 
nually expended on trifling amuſements, as 
ſcarcely to merit notice. 


In ourſelves, then, we muſt ſeek for the cauſe 
of the miſerable ſtate of the world. To our 
negligence and indifference mult we aſcribe the 
ſmall progreſs that Chriſtianity has made. Had 
we employed our moſt active endeavours for 
the converſion of the heathens, and had God 
frowned on the attempt in every place, we 
might have ſat down with ſome degree of 
quietneſs of mind, concluding that the time 
to favour them was not yet come. But this 
is far from being the caſe. We have been 
Nothful, I wiſh we may not alſo be found, 
wicked ſervants. To our coldneſs and want 
of zeal it is owing that millions of our fellow- 
creatures are ſtill ſitting in darkneſs and in the 
ſhadow of death. And ſhall we fit unconcern- 
ed under ſuch a charge? God forbid! Let us 
begin with Jamenting our paſt guilt, and im. 
ploring forgiveneſs, through the efficacy of that 
precious blood which made atonement for the 
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dias of men. Then let us ſupplicate divine 


grace to aſſiſt us, and to animate us with a pro- 
per temper for the time to come; and depend- 
ing on it, let us ſtir up ourſelves to the im- 
portant duties which are ſtill incumbent on us, 
towards them that know not God, and obey not 
the. goſpel of his Son Jeſus Chriſt. That our 
hearts may be ſtill more deeply impreſſed with 
a ſenſe of our- obligation, I proceed, under the 


ITId head of diſcourſe, to ſuggeſt ſome 
motives which ſhould influence us to exert 


ourſelves for advancing the kingdom of Jeſus 
Chriſt in the world. 


The reprefentation of the ſubject will of itſelf 
ſerve as a motive ſufficiently powerful on every 
penerous mindz but a brief view of ſome 
weighty conſiderations that naturally offer 
themſelves to our thoughts when meditating 
on the theme, may rouſe the ſoul to greater ex- 
ertions, and animare it to a more vigorous pur- 
ſuit of the object that is before us. 

Tou have often read with: pleaſure thoſe 
paſſages both of the Old and New Teftament 
which predict the glory of the latter days, 
« -when the knowledge of Chriſt ſhall cover 
© the earth as the waters cover the ſea.” One 
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effect of theſe predictions on every true diſci- 
ple of Jeſus is, to invigorate his zeal in pro- 
moting the chriſtian religion. When that 
glorious day ſhall enlighten the world, I pre- 
ſume not to determine, But may it not be 
preceded by a dawn of conſiderable length, 
which will gradually introduce the Sun of 
righteouſneſs ? The feeble attempts that have 
been already made for the converſion of the 
heathen, may be conſidered as the faint glim- 
merings of light in the entrance of the dawn; 
and any farther efforts that ſhall be employed 
may, I truſt, reſemble the clearer rays, that 
gradually diſſipate the ſhades of night. Be- 
ſides, when we ſee the powerof Rome, whoſe de- 
praved and tyrannical ſyſtem of eccleſiaſtical 
polity is certainly that great antichriſt fore- 
told in the Apocalypſe, falling into decay, and 
conſider that the diffuſion of the goſpel is re- 
preſented as a cotemporary event, and that in 
proportion as antichriſt ſhall decreaſe, the king- 
dom of Chriſt ſhall increaſe, this ſhould have 
its weight on our minds, and excite us to the 
1 K exertions. 


| There is another canfderation which deſerves 
our ſerious attention, and it is this ; that the 
attempts which have been alrcady made for 


with 
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with conſiderable ſucceſs. Some have ſaid, “It 
« ig in vain to try, The time for the con- 
ce verſion of the heathens is not yet come. 
« Let us wait for a more favourable ſeaſon.” 
But this is the language of puſillanimity and 
ſloth. Such ſucceſs has attended the endeavours 
hitherto made, as to encourage us to exert our- 
ſelves in the ſame. benevolent office, Some of 
the firſt ſettlers in New England diſcovered a 
very laudable zeal for the converſion of the 
natives, The names. of Elliot, Mayhew, and 
ſome others, were peculiarly diſtinguiſhed 
both for their labours and. for their ſucceſs ; 
and thouſands of Indians were taught by them 
to rejoice in God, and to adore the Saviour of 
finners *. The Daniſh miſſionaries in the Eaſt 
Indies have had the pleaſure of ſeeing many 
thouſands of heathens converted tothe chriſtian 

faith f. Two ſocieties compoſed of members of 
the Engliſh church, one of which is connected 
with the Daniſh miſſion, have labourers employ- 
ed among the heathen nations; and from their 
reports it appears, that ſome additions are an- 
nually made to the number of the profeſſors of 
chriſtianity 7. The labours of the Moravians 


_ * Mathers Hiſtory of New England. + Millar's Hiſ- 
tory of the Propagation of Chriſtianity, f Sermons be- 
on the Society for propagating the Goſpel in Foreign parts, 

in 


„ 
in Greenland, and the multitudes of converts 
there, muſt give delight to every one that reads 
the account of their miſſion“ . Whoever has 
ſeen the Journals of the miſſionaries from this 
ſociety, eſpecially thoſe of Mr. D. Brainard and 
Mr. Horton, muſt, if he has a ſpark of religion 
in his breaſt, exult at the view of the hundreds 
of Indians whom they turned to God from 
idols, &c. ; and I am informed that their 
ſucceſſors at preſent do not labour in vain. 
From the accounts that have lately been pub- 
liſned of the attempts of the Methodiſts, as 
well as of the Moravian orethren, among the 
African Slaves in the Weſt Indian Iflands, ir 
appears that the God of all grace ſmiles on their 
labours, and gives them the pleaſing hope of 
being extenſively uſeful . With theſe inſtances 
before our eyes, is there not ample encourage- 
ment for us to proceed in the ſamenoble work ? 


It muſt likewiſe have weight with every pious 
mind, that great will be the happineſs of many 
from our exertions, We call ourſelves Chriſ- 
tians; but if we deſerve the name, we ſhall 
wiſh to make others happv, Some of you God 
has bleſſed with affluence , and I truſt you diſ- 


* Crantz's Hiſtory of Greenland. + Brainard's Life 


and Journal. Chriſtian Monthly Hiſtory, f Dr. Coke's 
Journal, * 


perſe 


1 
perſe abroad, you give to the poor, and you 
are exceedingly anxious to leſſen the ſum of 
human miſery. But would you increaſe the 
happineſs of your fellow- creatures in the 
higheſt degree, plant the religion of Jeſus in 


their hearts. You will hereby alleviate their 


ſorrows and heighten their joys ; you will teach 
them to ſmile in death, and ſecure for them 
in heaven a crown of glory that fadeth not 
away. Nay, ſo important will be the conſe- 
quence of ſucceſs, that if by your means but 
one individual attains the ſalvation that is in 
Chriſt, he will enjoy a greater portion of feli- 
city than the whole human race on earth, from 
the beginning to the end of the world, both in 


intenſeneſs and duration. If it be ſo in re- 


gard to a ſingle individual, what muſt it be to 
hundreds! It is accounted wiſdom to ſelect 
the path that will moſt certainly and ſpeedily 
lead to the poſſeſſion of riches. Is there not 
wiſdom likewiſe diſplayed in ſeizing the op- 
portunity and method of conveying the grear- 


eſt meaſure of happineſs to others, from the 


uſe of the talents with which God has intruſt- 
ed vs? Here then, my dear hearers, is the 
way, the certain way, of conveying infinitely 
more happineſs, than by any other method that 


you poſſibly can deviſe. Embrace it without 


delay, 
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Reflect alſo, that great will be the honour 
of thoſe who exert themſelves in advancing 
the kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt. To be ambi- 
tious of honour is prohibited neither by the 
voice of reaſon nor of revelation. But, alas, 
it has often been ſought in the wrong path! 
Cæſar and Alexander, and others called mighty 
conquerors, have obtained honour by deſtroy- 
ing millions of the human race: but we ſhall 
find true honour in endeavouring to accom- 
pliſh their ſalvation. Let others (if they will 
not be wiſer) ſeek the honour that comes from 
man : we ſhall receive the honour that comes 
from God. The honours conferred by man 
are often nothing more than empty titles, 
which make the poſſeſſor neither wiſer nor bet- 
ter: but the honours beſtowed by God will 
convey to us ſubſtantial happineſs. The ho- 
nours of which man is the author, give but a 
limited diſtinction known by few: but if we 
promote the kingdom of Chrift, we ſhall be 
honoured before an aſſembled world by our 
great Maſter, who will then ſet the crown upon 


our heads. The world's honours ceaſe at 


death; ours ſhall endure for ever. All that re- 
mains of human honours in the grave is a ſplen- 
did monument, which ſeems rather to deride 
than to celebrate earthly glory : but if we be 
workers together with God and Chriſt, we ſhall 


receive 
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. 
receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away. 
If then we ſct any value on the moſt exalted 
honours that a creature can poſſibly receive, 
let us ſeek them 1n diffuſing the ſavour of the 
Redeemer's name in the dark places of the 


earth, which are the habitations of ignorance 


and cruelty : for ſuch, peculiar diſtinctions are 
reſerved above the common rank of Chriſtians, 
as we are taught by the voice bf inſpiration 
They that are wiſe ſhall ſhine as the bright- 
«« neſs of the firmament; but they that have 
* turned many to righteouſneſs, as the ſtars, 
« for ever and ever.“ 


Beſides, the exertions of our zeal in the cauſe 
of Chriſtianity will be bur an equitable return 
for the benefits which we have received. 
Some of the primitive believers, poſſeſſed of 
the ſpirit that I now inculcate, came into this 
and and preached to the barbarous Britons 


the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. Every man who 
values the Chriſtian religion will account him- 


ſelf their debtor; he will revere their memory, 
and will eſteem them public benefactors of 


mankind. To do as we have been done to,” 


was never ranked among the moſt exalted de- 


grees of virtue. If we have but a moderate 


ſhare of this ſpirit of equity, (and that certainly 
we ſhould be aſhamed not to poſleſs,) we ſhal} 
be 
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be deſirous to repay the obligations we are un- 
der to the firſt preachers of the goſpel here: 
and can you deſire any method of doing this 
ſo natural and ſo proper, as by endeavouring 
to ſend the religion of Jeſus into countries 
which are in the ſame ſituation that we were, 
previous to the preaching of the goſpel 
among us? I wiſh we may all feel the force 
of this principle of equity, and be influenced 
to obey its dictates. 


There is another conſideration connected 
with this, which may juſtly make us aſhamed 
of our ſupineneſs. We have not, as a nation, 
exerted ourſelves to promote the goſpel of 
Chriſt in the degree that we ought. England 
is ſaid to be the richeſt country in Europe; 
and we are ready to imagine ourſelves the 
moſt enlightened. The Proteſtant religion 
has been profeſſed by us above two centuries. 
And what has been done by us during all that 
time for propagating the goſpel among the 
heathens? I bluſh while I attempt an anſwer ; 
and when I ſurvey the different countries of 
the globe, and the hiſtory of this nation, I am 
ſorry to ſay that nothing has been done that 
deſerves to be named, That aſtoniſhing man 
Cromwell formed the plan of a ſociety ro 
be compoſed of the moſt pious and learned 


of 
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of the land, for propagating Chriſtianicy 
among the Heathen and Mahometan nations 
and he had deſigned an annual fund of ten 
thouſand pounds to be employed for that pur- 
poſe. But his death, ſays Biſhop Burnet, who 
relates the fact, prevented its execution. What 
a pity it is that ſo liberal a plan has not en- 
gaged attention ſince that time! Several 
countries, far inferior to us in riches, have far 
exceeded us in doing good. Even the poor 
Moravians, a ſect neither numerous nor 
wealthy, have done as much, or more, ſor 
the converſion of the heathen nations, than 
the opulent kingdom of Great Britain. For 
ſhame, let us rouſe ourſelves from our lethar- 
gy, and no longer ſuffer imputations ſo diſ- 
honourable to be brought againſt us. | 


There is another motive which, to my mind, 
has conſiderable force, and which reproves our 
Aukewarmneſs with juſt ſeverity. Principles 
far inferior to thoſe by which we profeſs to be 
animated, have influenced men to. explore the 
moſt diſtant parts of the globe, and every ſo- 
litary iſland amidſt the mighty ocean. The 
love of knowledge, and a regard to the inte- 
reſts of ſcience, have prompted the great ones 
of the earth to extend their reſearches with 
| f ſuch 
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ſuch perſeverance and zeal, that it :s generally 
imagined no new diſcovery of any importance 
remains to be made. Commerce has taken 
the advantage of their diſcoveries, and has ex- 
tended her induſtrious hand with eagerneſs 
and haſte to the rudeſt tribes in the moſt diſ- 
tant regions, and in the moſt rigorous cli- 
mates, Here are examples, Chriſtians, for us 
to follow. Shall merchants from the love of 
gain; ſhall philoſophers from a concern for the 
advancement of ſcience, hold communion with 
the molt diſtant nations; and ſhall not zeal 
for the cauſe of Chriſtianity animate vs to 
ſimilar exertions ? Shall the ſelfiſh wiſh of ac- 
quiring ſome temporal gain, have a more 
powerful influence in their breaſts than in ours, 
the benevolent deſire of conveying to the mi- 
ſerable, eternal ſelicity ? Ought we not to con- 
ſider it as the deſign of Providence in the ex- 
tenſive 'diſcoveries that have been lately made, 
that Chriſtians may have the opportunity of 
calling forth into action the nobleſt part of 
brotherly love, and that we may have the ho- 
nour of enlightening the dark places of the 
earth with the knowledge of the truth ? 


Nor ſhould we conſider it as a motive of 
little weight, that our example may be the 
happy means of ſtimulating the zeal of others 
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in this noble cauſe. A good example, eyen in 
the moſt private ſituation, is of more exten- 
five influence than is generally imagined. It 
puts one to the bluſh ; it fills the pious with 
courage; it is a conſtant ſermon to arouſe 
thoſe around us, exhorting them to tread in 
the ſame ſteps. In a public capacity, example 
is ſtill more powerful to influence others to 
the ſame line of conduct: and it appears to 
me highly probable, that our exertions will 
kindle the zeal of many to the ſame benevo- 
lent work. When they hear of our labours 
and ſucceſs, they will be led to ſay, Why 
« ſhould not we be employed in the ſame 
« godlike office? Are not we under equal ob- 
ve ]igations to the God of mercy, and to the 
« Saviour of ſinners? And ſhall not we teſtify 
« our regard and our gratitude by the ſame 
« means? Ovught not the ſight of our fellow- 
te creatures in the moſt deplorable ſtate of 
te darkneſs and iniquity, to rouſe vs to action, 
* and make us exert ourſelves to reſcue them 
* from miſery?” Thus will they either join them- 
ſelves to us, or form other ſocieties to advance 
the ſame noble | cauſe. There often happen 
rivalſhips in commerce and in government 
which create diſguſt and wrath ; but there 
need be none here. Objects of diſtreſs preſent 


themſelves to view on WP fide ; miſerable 
* ſinners 
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finners more than ſufficient for every zealous 
Chriſtian to bring to a crucified Saviour; and 
the benevolent heart of pure Chriſtian zeal 
will rejoice that the bleſſing is conveyed, whe- 
ther it be by itſelf or by another, 


To a generous and well-diſpoſed mind theſe 
motives will ſuffice; and where the heart is 
ſteeled by avarice, or benumbed by ſelfiſhneſs 
and the ſpirit of the world, more would have 
no effect. You on whoſe ſouls theſe motives 
have produced the end deſigned, will naturally 
inquire, What meaſures muſt be employed to 
accompliſh fo deſirable a purpoſe ? 


IV. To point out the means of extending the 
knowledge of a crucified Redeemer, was the 
fourth thing propoſed in the method that 1 
laid down. 


This part of the ſubje& will not detain us 
long, as it may eaſily be comprized within 
narrow bounds. We have only to obſerve how 
Chriſtianity was at firſt propagated in the world, 
&© Faith came by hearing, and hearing by the 
te wordof God. The doctrine of the croſs, though 
ce it was to the Jews a ſtumbling block, and to 
ce the Greeks fooliſhneſs, was the power of God 
te uato ſalvation to every one that believed, "I 

8 Preachers 
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Preachers were appointed by the great Head of 
the Church, to inſtruct men in the principles 
of Chriſtianity, and to offer to their acceptance 
ſalvation through a crucifie:l Redeemer. By 
perſons of this character, ſkilled in the doctrine of 
Chriſt, and zealous for its propagation, was the 
goſpel carried from one Pagan country to an- 
other; churches were planted; the moſt eminent 
of their converts were appointed to the work 
of the miniſtry ; and from theſe ſmall begig- 
nings, the number of believers increaſed and 
multiplied. That they might be further aſ- 
ſiſted by having a daily rule before their eyes, 
the chriſtian doctrine was committed to writing 
ſor their * and edification. 


Theſe were the means by which Chriftianity 
diffuſed itſelf over the world at firſt : theſe 
are the means by which ir has continued to 
the preſent time; and theſe are the means by 
which it will be. conveyed to the nations that 
are yet ignorant of it. Human ſchemes in a 
courſe of years are frequently found unfit to 
anſwer the purpoſe for which they were origin- 
ally deſigned, and muſt be changed, But 
there is no need of alteration here. "The plan 
was formed by infinite wiſdom from a perfect 
knowledge of human nature, and of what the 


character of man would be to the end of time. 
| This 


G 

This method of God's appointment is as power- 
fol now as it was at firſt. It forms characters 
of the very ſame kind: it makes men equally 
good as in any former age: and by it, I doubt 
not, will God accompliſh the glory of the lat- 
ter days, and bring Mahometans, Jews, and 
Pagans into the kingdom of God's dear Son. 
« To thoſe who periſh, the preaching of the 
© croſs may appear fooliſhneſs ; but to them 
ce that are called, it is the wiſdom of God and 
« the power of God.” | 


What remains for us now to conſider, is how 
we may be able by theſe means to convey the 
goſpel to thoſe who are at preſent in a ſtate of 
ignorance and guilt, And this leads, in the 


Vth place, to mention the Society of which 
many of us are members, and to recommend 
it to your notice and patronage, as pointing 
out to you a method by which you may 
promote the plan which I have been endeavour- 
ing to inculcate. Let it, I beſeech you, have 
a due ſhare of your attention. We pray 
daily for the converſion of the heath- 
ens, and for the glory of the latter days. 
So far we do well. But if there be a plan pro- 
poſed by which we may be inſtrumental in con- 
veying the goſpel to them, our prayers, if un- 

: accom- 
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accompanied with exertions to carry the plan 
into execution, are nothing better than hypo- 
criſy; and our pity reſembles the charity of thoſe 
who ſay to a poor brother, Be thou warmed, 
ic and be thouclothed,” but give him not thoſe 
things which are needful for the body. 


Here is a Society that has the nobleſt object 
in view: by encouraging it, you may convey 
divine knowledge to thoſe who are ignorant of 
the true God, and of Jeſus Chrift whom he hath 
fent, whom to know is eternal life. The So- 
ciety was formed in the beginning of this cen- 
tury in the capital of North Britain, by a few 
pious men who were anxious to reſcue their 
unhappy fellow-creatures from ignorance and 
ſuperſtition. . Heaven ſmiled on the attempt; 
and what was at firſt but as a grain of muſtard- 
ſeed, has grown into a tree and ſpread its 
branches far and wide. From the beginning 
it has been patronized by our gracious Sove- 
reigns who have in ſucceflion ſwayed the Britiſh 
ſceptre ; and it is ſtill patrunized, and preſent- 
ed with an annual donation, by his preſent Ma- 
jeſty, whom may God long preſerve and bleſs! 


Great praile is due to thoſe who have been 
intruſted with the management of its affairs 
from time to time. Never, J believe, has any 

inſtis 


1 
inſtitution of this kind been carried on with 
greater wiſdom, diſintereſtedneſs, ceconomy, 
and zeal for the cauſe of religion. Providence 
has particularly, of late, raiſed up ſome eminent 
friends of the Society, It is but a juſt tribute 
of praiſe to the memory of a foreign noble- 
man“, to mention, with the livelieſt gratitude, 
the ample ſum which he bequeathed by will to 
this inſtitution. Although dead, he lives as a 
public benefactor to mankind ; and the fruits of 
his benevolence may convey bleſſedneſs to 
children yet unborn. But how ſhall we find 
language to convey our ſentiments of venera- 
tion to the man who has ſo lately enriched the 
Society with a large donation, and who, while 
he beſtowed the gift, concealed the giver from 
our view ? Accept our warmeſt acknowledg- 
ments, thou humble and generous BenefaQor, 
who ſeekeſt not the praiſe of man, but of God! 
Thine alms-deeds, we truſt, are gone up as a 
memorial to Heaven; and it is our earneſt 
prayer, that God, to whom thou haſt given ſo 
. liberally of thy ſubſtance, may render to thee 
tenfold into thy boſom, and enrich thee with 
ſpiritual and heavenly bleſſings in Jeſus Chriſt, 


+ Such examples of benevolence will, we hope, 
not deter, but ſtimulate others to imitate them. 
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There is ſtill room, there is ſtill need, as you 
will ſee, by conſidering. the objects that the 
Society has in view. Theſe are two, The 
one, to diffuſe the Proteſtant religion in the 
Highlands and Iſlands of Scotland; and the 
other, to ſend miſſionaries to propagate the 
goſpel among the heathens. Great good has 
been dane by the Society in both the objects of 
its purſuit. In the northren parts of this 
kingdom it has been peculiarly ſucceſsful. It 
found tens of thouſands in the groſſeſt igno- 
raace, and it has conveyed to them the know- 
ledge of the truth. It found them mere drones 
in - focitty, the prey of ſloth and indolence ; 
and it has taught them uſeful arts and the ha- 
bits of labour and induſtry, It found them 
crovohing before their haughty chieftain, and 
their prieſt, the mean tools of arbitrary power, 
and the blind devotees of gloomy ſuperitition ; 
and it has taught them the ſpizit of Britons, to 
reſpect their own dignity as men, as Citizens, 
and to bow down as chriſtians, with the lewlieſt 
8 _— their Saviour and their God. 


| Tus Society contileeiſa bend f han 
dreds of converts among the rude tribes of In- 
dians in North America. There are, I truſt, thou- 
ſands of thoſe once barbarous inhabitants of the 
wilderneſs now in n Goging the ſong of 
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Moſes and the Lamb, and acknowledging, with 
all the gratitude that glows in the ſpirits of juſt 
men made perfect, that to this Society they are 
indebted for the knowledge of the goſpel, 
which proved the power of God to their ſalva- 
tion. And ovght it not to be our earneſt wiſh, 
that this noble work may be continued, and 
may increaſe? I confeſs to you that I am anx- 
ious to promote it; and I apprar here this day 
before you as an advocate for the heathen 
tribes in America, in Africa, and in Aſia. Earn- 
eſtly do 1 wiſh that they had an abler covn- 
ſellor to plead their cauſe. Let none fay 
that I am endeavouring to draw the Society 
from their firſt object. I am not, It was the 
deſign of the Society that their charity ſhovid 
begin at home; but not that it ſhovld end 
there. When I plead for the heathens, I am 
pleading for the firſt object of the Society in our 
iQe; for I am deſirous that the fund of the So- 
ciety may be ſo much increafed, that beſides a 
ſufficiency for carrying on their purpoſes at 
home, it may be able to extend its views to 
the remote corners of the world, which are the 
habitations of ignorance and cruelty, Permit 
me to recommend them to your notice, Have 
pity on them. Pity wretched Africa; feel for 
the wrongs of her children; and endeavour to 
yr png for the injuries that have been dope 
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her. Millions of tears have been there ſhed 
by mothers who refuſed to be comforted, for 
their ſons and daughters, torn from their 
country, and from their kindred, and from their 
father's houſe, and dragged into a land of cruel 
bondage, in order to provide food for our Jux- 
ury. Millions of groans of oppreſſed ſlaves 
agonizing under the laſhes of their unfeeling 
maſters, have reached the throne of a righteous 
God; and the blood of millions murdered in 
their native ſoil, and in the land of their bond- 
age, cries aloud to Heaven for vengance againſt 
thoſe who ſhed it; and their cries have eater- 
ed into the ears of the Lord of Sabbaoth. An 
adequate compenſation we can never render; 
but let us give what is in our power. Let us 
endeavour to conyey the goſpel to them, and 
thus to ſecure both cheir preſent and their eter- 
nal happineſs. In a report of the Society, pub- 
liſhed a ſeèw years ago, it was mentioned, that 
they had the offer of a proper perſon to preach 
the gaſpel in Africa ; but the penury of their 
funds would not permit them to employ him. 
J hope the perſon is ſtill willing to go; 
and I hope that the increaſe of its funds will 
now enable the Society to ſend him out to his 
pagan countrymen, to preach to them Jeſus 
Chriſt, who died for their. ſins, and was raiſed 
again for their juſtification, I could point out 
ef . another 
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another part of the world where we poſſeſs exs 
tenſive territories; and if you aſk by what right 
we hold them, after deſiring you to look at the 
point of the ſword, I would—bur I forbear ; and 
only ſay, that I ardently wiſh to ſee the Society 
extend its efforts for propagating the goſpel in 
every quarter of the globe. How pleaſing 
would it be to hear of pious miſſionaries, la- 
bouring among the natives of injured Africa; 
preaching the goſpel among the new-diſcover- 
ed iſlanders inthe South Seas, and revealing the 
mercies of God and the grace of the Redeem- 
er to the mild inhabitants of the Pelew iſlands! 
And I frankly acknowledge that it would give 
me infinitely more delight to hear of a few ſo- 
litary miſſionaries croſſing the Ghauts, than a 
well-appointed Engliſh army; of a town or a 
diſtrict ſubmicting to the goſpel of Chriſt, than 
yielding to our troops; and of the Myſore 
country receiving the religion of Jeſus, than 
yielding ſubjection to the commander of our 
forces there. Next to a perſon's own eternal 
happineſs, there is nothyng that will give ſo 
much pleaſure as the glad tidings of ſalvation 
conveyed to his fellow-creatures, eſpecially to 
thoſe who have never before heard the joyful 
ſound. But why are we deprived of this plea- 
ſure ? Does it appear that God is unwilling to 
extend his compaſſion to them? No; whether 
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we argue from the benevolence of the Supreme 
Being, or from the ſucceſs of the attempts that 
have been already made, it is plain that he is 
not. Is it becavſe there could not be found pious 
and ſelf-denied men who would be willing to 
undertake the arduous employment? Although 
the work be difficult, I have not a doubt bur 
perſons might be found both qualified and in- 
clined to go as miffionaries to the heathens. 
What then is wanting? There is wanting 2 
fund ſufficient to defray the expences of miſſion. 
But why is it wanting? Is it becauſe people 
are unable or unwilling to contribute? Unable 
they certainly are not. England is ſaid to be 
more opulent now than at any former period. 
That there are greater outward ſigns of opu- 
lence than there ever were before, will be readi- 
ly granted by all. Her merchants are princes. 
Are they unwilling then? This can never be 
alleged. I ſhall fay nothing of the large ſub- 
ſcriptions that every- plan for providing and 
decorating ſcenes of amuſement is ſure to receive, 
But I may with the greateſt propriety obſerve, 
thatwe find not any uſeful inſtitution propoſed, 
which does notmeet with ample encouragement 
from the public. And will they be more 
backward to promote the religion of Jeſus 
Chriſt ? Shall they be found to patronize every 
compaſſionate inſtitution for removing or alle. 
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viating temporary diſtreſs; and will they reſuſe 
to give efficacy to a plan which propoſes for 
its object to deliver men ſrom endleſs miſery, 
and to put them in poſſeſſion of eternal bleſſed- 
neſs ? Certainly not. Thouſands, I am per- 
ſuaded, were they acquainted with the matter, 
would be willing to contribute to the ſupport 
of fo noble a deſign. Let the Society ſtand 
forth and ſay, We wifh to extend our exer- 
tions to the heathen lands, and to ſend the 
«© light. of the goſpel to thoſe who. are ſitting 
« in pagan darkneſs ;” and I flatter myſelf that 
we ſhall find the tried generolity of the good 
people of England diffuſing itſelf extenſively 
as there is need, As it is the duty of every 
one to be active in ſo good a work, permit me, 
my dear hearers, to uſe the influence that I may 
have, from the excellence of the cauſe for which 
I plead, to prevail with you to patronize the 
deſigns of the Society, and to help them, by 
your generous contributions, to ſend the tidings 
of ſalvation through a crucified Saviour ta the 
utter moſt ends of the earth. 


Te who are men of humanity, ſhould you 
be ſd unhappy as to diſregard religion, I can 
plead with you from the principles of human- 
ity. - Your kedits bleed at the tale of woe. 
You are enzious to baniſh diſtreſs wherever it 
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appears, be it near or at a diſtance; and you ſay 
with one of old, Homo ſum, et nil bumani a me 
alienum puto. Here is a large field for your be- 
nevolence ; here are millions of diſtreſſed 
fellow-creatures ſubject to the common ills of 
human nature, and expoſed to additional ſor- 
rows from their ignorance and depravity. Send 
the goſpel to them, and you will ſubdue thoſe 
_ erve} and malicious paſſions which are a plenti- 
ful ſource of vexation and trouble. Send the 
ſpel to them, and you will alleviate the neceſ- 
ſary evils of human life. Send the goſpel to 
them, and you will teach them to ſmile amidſt 
_ adverſity ; to bear with compoſure every ſor- 
row, as coming from the hands of God; and to 
ſay amidſt their bittereſt griefs, It is the 
« Lord, let him do what ſeemeth him good; 
and, when afflictions abound, our conſolations 

« jn Chriſt do much more abound.” 


- Ye who profeſs to be chriſtians, to you I ad- 
dreſs myſelf -with ſtill greater earneſtneſs. To 
humanity you join religion. Here are two 
principles to engage your compliance with my 
requeſt; with the greateſt propriety I can ſay to 
you, | pity your unhappy fellow-creatures ; by 
fending the goſpel to them, you will unſpeak- 
ably leſſen the diſtreſſes and heighten the felici- 


ty of a preſent life: and I can add; pity your 
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fellow-creatures who are periſhing in ignorance 
and guilt; by ſending the goſpel to them, you 
will free them from the miſery of another life, 
and bring them to the poſſeſſion of eternal 
glory. Who is there that has à ſpark of piety 
in his breaſt, and is not animated by this de- 
lightſul conſideration ? Yield to the impreſſion; 
exert yourſelves in the cauſe of Jeſus Chriſt ; 
and let your exertions bear ſome proportion to 
your abilities and to your obligations. You 
eſpecially whom God has bleſſed with affluence, 
diſplay your generoſity and piety, by eſpouſing 
the cauſe of our unhappy brothers and ſiſters 
in heathen lands. O let their ignorance, their 
idolatry, their ſuperſtition, their danger, their 
miſery plead with yon, and prevail! Believe 
me, it will not give you uneaſineſs on your 
death- bed, that you might have been fome 
hundreds of pounds richer, had it not been for 
your deſire to extend the boundaries of the Re- 
deemer's kingdom: nor will it occafion one 
unpleaſing reflection, that your children, in the 
abundance that you leave behind, will have a 
ſmall pittance leſs than they might otherwiſe 
have had, becauſe you have lefta donarion to the 
Society, as a ſurviving token of your imitation 
of the benevolence of Chriſt, and of your affec- 
tion to the ſouls of men. Some of you who 
do not enjoy ſo great an abundance of the gifts 
451-7. of 


(42) 
of Providence, may be ready to ſay, © It is 
% not in our power to do great things. If it 
« were, we would not be leſs generous than 
te they.” But ſhew your good-will by contri- 
buting according to your abilities. The widow's 
mite was beheld with approbation by our 
heavenly Father, and received with acceptance. 


But there is another way in which you may 
all promote the welfare of this Society, Be- 
ſides perſonal contributions, it is in your power 
to recommend the cauſe to others. Many of 
you, in the large and reſpectable circle of your 
acquaintance, can ſingle out not a few perſons 
eminently poſſeſſed of humanity, piety, and be- 
nevolence. Apply to them for aid. Honour 
your Maſter by pleading his cauſe. They 
would think themſelves obliged to you for 
pointing out to them ſo noble an object of 
charity, as this Society holds forth. Be the 
advocates of the diſtreſſed, and entreat your 
friends to join in the godlike employment of 
diffuſing happineſs through the world. | 


Conſider, for your encouragement, what the 
happy effects of your zeal are likely to be. In 
conſequence of your vigorous exertions, we may 
hope to hear that the wretched inhabitants of 
the dark places in the northern diſtrict of the 
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kingdom are raiſed from ignorance and ſuper- 
ſition, to knowledge, to piety, to induſtry, to 
comfort, and the proſpe& of felicity. In con- 
ſequence of your exertions, we may hope ſoon 
to hear that churches are planted in the heathen 
lands; that praiſes to God and the Redeemer 
are offered up by tribes of Indians and of Afri- 
cans; * that Ethiopia ſtretches forth her hands 
« to 50d, that Sheba and Seba offer gifts;“ 


that the converts there are extending the know- 


ledge of the goſpel among their countrymen; 
and that the word of the Lord hath free courſe 
and is glorified. Would not theſe tidings, 
Chriſtians, put more gladneſs into your hearts, 
than the mere worldling poſſeſſes, when his 
corn and wine and oil do moſt abound ? 


But eſpecially thoſe who by their office are 
called on ropromote the intereſts of the Society, 
ſhould exert themſelves in its behalf, Are 
there not many hundreds of perſons that have 
not been applied to, who would contribute, if 
the matter were fully repreſented to them? I 
am ſenſible that the Society owes much to the 
zeal of ſome individuals concerned in the ma- 
nagement of its affairs; and I cheerfully, and 
with gratitude, offer the incenſe of praiſe that 
is due. But the 9 is, „ not ſtill 
more be done? 
hae. G 2 It 
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It will not, I hope, be deemed improper 
ſhould I aſk, if the members and officers of 
the Society in North Britain do all in their 
power to extend its limits? Far be it from my 
thoughts to impute blame to them. From the 
acquaintance and friendſhip that I have the ho- 
nourto cultivate with ſome of them, I entertain 
the higheſt ideas both of their diſintereſted- 
neſs and their zeal. But I would juſt obſerve, 
that when things go on proſperoully in an even 
tenor, we are apt to be ſatisfied with proceed- 
Ing in the ſame path, and perhaps we do not 
inquire, « Is it poſſible to promote the cauſe 
«in a ſtill greater degree? Are there not 
« means yet unattempted which might be em- 
« ployed ? Shall I preſume to put the follow- 
ing queſtions to the public officers of the So- 
ciety ?-Have all the perſons in Scotland, who 
are likely to promote ſo good a deſign, been ap- 
plied to for their aſſiſtance ? Or if it has not 
been done hitherto, why may it not be done 
now? Can any valid reaſon be aſſigned for the 
continued omiſſion ? Should not all the nobles 
and gentlemen of North Britain be requeſted 
to patronize ſo good an inſtitution? That part 
of the Society's plan which regards the High- 
lands and Iſlands of Scotland is fo immediate. 
ly under their eye, and ſo much connected 
with the 8 of the country, and with. 

their 
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their own temporal intereſts, that it might rea» 
ſonably be expected to have influence on all. 
Thoſe who boaſt of having the blood of an- 
cient heroes in their veins, ought certainly to 
be eminent for their humanity and benevolence, 
and to be forward in relieving the diſtreſſes of 
the miſerable, and in contributing to make 
them good and uſeful members of ſociety. 
Some modern reformers have called in queſtion 
the right and the utility of titles of nobility. 
May we not hope that the nobles of North 
Britain will ſhew their uſe, and the ſuperior 
dignity of their poſſeſſors, by abounding in 
noble and generous acts of benevolence to this 
excellent Society? Scotland, they ſay, has of 
late been rapidly increaſing in commerce, in 
manufactures, and in wealth. Are there not 
hundreds of her merchants and manufacturers 
who, if application were made to them, would 
cheerfully contribute? I have liitie knowledge 
of them myſelf; but if 1 may judge of them by 
the temper and conduct of perſons in the ſame 
lines of life in the Southern part of the iſland. 
where generoſity, if 1 muſt not ſay is unequal- 
led in the world, I am ſure is not exceeded, ) they 
will largely contribute to increaſe the funds of 
the Society. Beſides, it has generally been 
alleged that the Scotch are particularly attach- 
ed to their countrymen.. Lo ! here are their 
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countrymen in diſtreſs, who need the attach- 
ment and the benevolence of their friends! 
May we not hope, that if a more general appli- 
cation were made, this attachment would ſti- 
mulate them to relieve both the temporal and 
ſpiritual diſtreſſes of their fellow- creatures? 


To conclude: While we are ardently pur- 
ſuing the grand purpoſes of the Society, let us, 
with a benevolent and a Chriſtian ſpirit, wiſe- 
ly conſider, for our encouragement, the aſpect 
of Providence. - The moral world is big with 
great events, and is haſtening on their accom- 
pliſhment. Every pious mind looks forward 
to a more joytul ſtate of things, when religion 
mall extend her triumph over the face of the 
earth. God, in his adorable providence, is 
ſaſt removing the hindrances of former ages. 
A more formidable and a more fuccefsful en- 
gine againſt the religion of Jeſus Chriſt, Satan, 
the great adverſary of God and man, has not 
employed, than the iyranny of civil govern- 
ments. In reading the hiſtory of moſt of the 
countries in Europe, for a thouſand years paſt, 
what do we behold ? Deſpots and their viſiers, 
and all their train of armed executioners, ſet- 
ting themſelves . againſt the Lord and his 
Anointed; and what they called government, 
as exerciſed by chem, ſeems little elſe than a 
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conſpiracy, not only againſt the preſent happi- 
neſs of man, but againſt religion and the cauſe 
of God. From the day that Chriſt was born, 
when Herod ſought his death, ro the preſent 
hour, when inquiſitions exhibit their inſtru- 
ments of torture, has the tyranny of civil go- 
vernment been employed as an inſtrument of 
the devil, to bring to ruin the kingdom of the 
Redeemer. I will mention one example out of 
a thouſand that might be adduced, in con- 
firmation of what J aſſert. At the time of the 
reformation from popery, there aroſe in every 
country in Europe men profeſſing the proteſt- 
ant religion. But why did not the proteſtant 
religion everywhere prevail? The ſole cauſe 
was this: the tyranny of human governments 
ſtretched out its iron fangs, and tore to pieces 
its profeſſors, or drove them from their coun- 
try and their home. Hence Spain has its mar- 
tyrology, and Italy has its martyrology. By 
theſe means did popery maintain its ground. 
Wherever there was any degree of liberty, the 
proteſtant religion prevailed. Wherever there 
was arbitrary power, by its ſanguinary aid, po- 
pery kept its place. In ſo ſtriking a manner 
has this been verified, that where the proteſtant 
religion gained ground in the days of liberty, 
tyranny ſucceeding drove it away. This was 
the caſe in a neighbouring country; tyranny. 

in 
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in the perſon of Louis XIV. baniſhed the pro- 
reſtant religion from France; and it was in 
exile till returning liberty brought it back. 
Were this ſubject more extenſively purſued, 
it would appear that the connection between 
civil liberty and the advancement of true re- 
ligion is more cloſe than we commonly ima- 
gine, It muſt be then to the joy of every 
friend of human nature, that tyranny has re- 
ceived a mortal wound. It may be enraged, 
it may ftruggle, it may threaten, it may aim 
blows at thoſe who are near; but die it muſt. 
And if we may judge from the appearance of 
things in this moral world, this generation 
mall nor paſs away before the expiring groans 
of arbitrary power are heard through every 
country in Europe; and the lovers of mankind 
are called on torejoice over her, as the murderer 
of the wirneſſes of Jeſus Chriſt. And when 
civil liberty is hailed by a thouſand voices, as 
bringiog in her train the moft valuable tem- 
poral bleſſings, the Chriſtian may welcome 
her as the harbinger of religion, feat to give 
notice of her approach. In another light, ei- 
vil liberty is the fcaffold on which the builders 
ſtand to erect the fabric of the church of Chriſt; 
and I cannot but conſider the preſent zeal for 

| Hherty, which fo generally prevails, as defign- 
| ed by the great Governor of the world as a 
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preparatory ſtep to the extending of the Re- 
deemer's kingdom. What is more probable 
than that, when the temporal antichriſts of ar- 
bitrary power ſhall be deſtroyed, as well as 
the ſpiritual antichriſt of religious uſurpation 
and tyranny, our Redeemer will take to him- 
ſelf his great power and reign, and pour out 
of his Spirit and revive the face of the earth, 
and make the wilderneſs and the ſolitary place 
to bloſſom as the roſe? Let none object, that 
many of the enthuſiaſts for liberty difcover no 
zeal for religion; nay, that ſome of them are 
infidels and atheiſts, This alters not the caſe. 


The divine purpoſes are often accompliſhed 


by men who intend nothing but the gratifica- 
tion of their own paſſions, and the execution 
of their own ſchemes. The predictions of ſa- 
cred ſcripture are often fulfilled by thoſe who 
know them not, nay, by thoſe who diſbelieve 
them. Was not Cyrus, who knew not God, 
the great inſtrument in reſtoring his choſen 
people from bondage to liberty and their own 
land? God can do the ſame thing now; and 
he may employ men to ere the ſcaffold, who 
have neither ſkill nor deſire to raiſe the . 


ing which he deſigns. 


Another very remarkable thing in which 
the influence of divine Providence over the 
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minds of men eminently appears, and which 
muſt make a conſiderable change in the face 
of the world, is, that abhorrence of war which 
now generally prevails, and that ſpirit of uni- 
verſal good-will which have pervaded the minds 
of all but the very refuſe of the great vulgar 
and the low. Formerly national prejudices 
were ſtrong. To hate the people of France 
and Spain was thought almoſt a duty. Their 


proſperity was viewed with an-envious and diſ- 


contented eye, and the nation was forward to 
plunge into all the horrors of ſlaughter and 
rapine, whenever an ambitious miniſter raiſed 
the cry of war. But theſe days of barbariſm are 
paſt. Within theſe few years a rapid change, 
a perfe& revolution has taken place in the 
minds of millions. The former abſurd and 
yulgar prejudices are gone; we wiſh well to 
France and Spain, and rejoice in their proſpe- 
rity, and we ſee no reaſon why we ſhould not 
love a neighbouring nation, as well as a neigh- 
bouring family. Men are become citizens of 
the world; and when the grand viziers of 
Chriſtendom ſhall attempt to reuſe a nation to 
war, it is not improbable but they may find 
the fury of the people wreaked on their own 
heads, inſtead of being directed againſt the 
country which they wiſh to pollute with deſo- 
lation and blood. Behold already the effects 


2 'of 


= — 


COR "I 


z 
| 


4 

of this philanthropic ſpirit in the exertions that 
are making in behalf of the oppreſſed Afri- 
cans. For ages their miſery did not excite the 
notice of any one country; but now: we find 
almoſt. a whole people united in expreſſing 
their abhorrence of African ſlavery, and their 
cries will ere long moſt certainly prevail. 


The progreſſive influence of this ſpirit of 
good-will, when it is more generally diffuſed, 
muſt be peace among the nations, and a friend- 
ly intercourſe in place of enmity and deſtruc- 
tion. And does not ſuch a ſtate of things re- 
mind us of better days ; nay, does it not pre- 
pare the way of the Lord, and portend the 
approaches of that time, when ““ They ſhall 
«© beat their ſwords into ploughſhares, and 
ce their ſpears into pruning-hooks, and when 
te they ſhall learn the art of war no more?” 


Improve then, my dear hearers, the delight. 
ful proſpect: contribute your ſhare towards 
diffuſing that light before which the works of 
darkneſs muſt flee away: view every change in 
the moral world as connected with the progreſs 
of religion, as to the influence that it is likely 
to have on the cauſe of the Redeemer : ſeize the 
preſent favourable opportunity to convey the 
goſpel to the heathen nations, and haſten by 

H 2 your 


( 52 ) 
your united and vigorous exertions the morn- 
ing of that joyful day, when it ſhall be pro- 
claimed, The kingdom of our Lord is 
* come: men are bleſſed in him, and all na- 
« tions call him bleſſed : Hallelujah! for the 
% Lord God omnipotent reigneth,” 
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London, March 30, 1792. 
HE Society in Scotland for propagating 


| Chriſtian knowledge in the Highlands 


and Iſlands, and their Correſpondent Board in 
London, beg leave to preſent their moſt grate- 
ful acknowledgments to the numerous and 
munificent friends of this inſtitution in the 
metropolis, and to ſolicit the continuance of 


their ſupport. 


It is pleaſing to reflect on being engaged in a 
good cauſe ; and the ſatisfaction is greatly in- 
creaſed, if that cauſe is found to proſper. The 
Society, conſcious of the merit and import- 
ance of their undertaking, exult in the 


thought that Providence has ſmiled, and is 


ſmiling, upon it, and wiſh to communicate the 
Joy which they feel as a body and as indivi- 
duals. New ſources are daily opening to them 
in the bounty of the living, and the bequeſts 
of the departed : their ſphere of uſefulneſs is 
thereby daily enlarged ; and they aſſert with 
confidence, that the opportunity and means of 
extending their eſtabliſhment are not neglected. 


It will, no doubt, be acceptable to the 
friends of religion, humanity, and their coun- 


try, 
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try, to be furniſhed with the account of an 
acceſſion to the funds of the Society ſince the 
laſt publication, equally large and unexpected, 
ariſing from two different ſources : the firſt of 
theſe was announced to the Directors in April 
laſt. After a correſpondence had been, for 
ſome time before, carried on between a re- 
ſpectable Clergyman of the Church of England 
and the Secretary to the Society, reſpecting 
the nature of the inſtitution, the ſtate of the 
Society's funds, and the objects to which they 
are devoted; towards the end of March a 
truſt deed was tranſmitted to the Secretary, 
conveying to the Society the ſum of 10, oool. 
Stock in the national fund of the $5 per cent. 
annuities. Soon after the intelligence of this 
large and uncommon donation, the Society 
were informed of a ſecond acceſſion to their 
funds, by a legacy of 20,0001. bequeathed to 
them by the late Peter Huguetan Lord Van- 
vryhovven, of Holland. His Lordſhip's Ex- 
ecutors have found it neceſſary, before paying 
any of the Legacies, to have the authority of 
the court of Chancery for their procedure. 
This may occaſion ſome little delay in the pay- 
ment of the Legacy; but there is no doubt 
that in a ſhort time the Society will be put in 
poſſeſſion of this great and munificent bequeſt, 


A legacy of 3ool. bequeathed by the late 
| Mrs, 
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© 
Mrs. Welſh of Edinburgh, which they lately 
received, they likewiſe think it their duty to 
mention ; and ſince the publication of the laſt 
ſermon at Edinburgh, the Secretary to the 
Correſponding Board has been informed of 
another Legacy of zcool. left to the Society 
by the late Miſs Gray of Teaſſes. In conſe- 
quence of theſe large additions to their re- 
venue, the Society have adopted a plan for the 
employment of their new funds; an abſtract 
of which will be ſubmitted to the members of 
the Correſpondent Board, and to the public at 
large, as ſoon as it can be prepared. From 
this abſtract it will appear that the field which 
their views embrace, is far, very far, from be- 
ing completely occupied. Regions of igno- 
rance and barbariſm yet unexplored, unculti- 
vated, are continually opening to view, and 
appeal to your humanity, compaſſion, and pa- 
rriotiſm. And the record of this day, it is 
hoped, will demonſtrate, that this appeal was 
not made in vain to proſperous North Britons 
reaping the fruits of their talents and induſtry 
in the genial climes of the ſouth, nor to the 
generous Engliſh, who have nobly riſen above 
national diſtinction, and diſcovered a glorious 


diſpoſition to relieve diſtreſs, and to reward 
merit, wherever they find them, 
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Paterſon Jo. 

Pearſon James 

Pringle Robert, Wardour-ſtreet 
Pollack William 

Pooley William, Walthamſtow 
Peacock Thomas, Holborn- bridge 
Pinkerton John, Aldgate 


R 


Raymond Mrs Barker, Bedford-ſquare 
Read John, Sheffield, Yorkſhire 
Reid George | 
* Reynolds John, Barbican 
Rhodes Abraham, St. James's-walk, Clerk- 


_ _enwell 
Richardſon David, Wapping 
Robertſon Archibald, Charles-ftreet, St, 
James's-ſquare 
Rutledge Rev. Thomas, A. M. Prince's 
ſquare, Ratcliff-bighway 


S 
4 Sabine William, Iſlington 


2 Alexander, Milk-ſtrcet 
b 2 1 Scott 


( xvi ) 
+ Scott David Eſq. M. P. Upper Harley-ſtreet 
Scott William Handley 
Search Samuel, Clerkenweli-green 
Semple Robert, Little John-ſtreet, Minories 
Sharp William, Bow- lane 
Sharp John, Bread-ſtreet 
Sharp G. 
Sharwood Samuel, Chanterhouſs-Feuare 
Shiells Rev. Richard, Hampſtead 
Shipley George, Horſley-down - 
Sinclair Sir John Bart. Whitehall 
Small James, Piccadilly 
Smith William Eſq. M. P. Clapham 
+ Smith Rev. William A. M. Camberwell 
Smith John, ſenior, Vifualling-office, So- 
merſet · houſe | 
Smith Robert, Old Jewry 
Spence John, Suffolk-ſtreet, Charing-crſs 
Steel Robert, Finſbury Square 
+ Stennet Rev. Samuel, D. D. Muſwell- hill 
Steven Rev. James, names. af ſtreet, 
Bedford - ſquare 
g 80 Robert, Upper Thames- ſtreet _ 
Stewart Duncan Eſq. Bermuda 
Stewart Charles, Frith-ſtreet, Soho 
Stoddart Robert, Queen's-ſquare 
Strahan Andrew, New-ſtreet, Shoe-lane 


Sutherland Captain 
| Taſſie 


( xvii ) 


T 


Taſſie James, Leiceſter-ſquare 
* Tate John, Bucklerſbury 
Tate John, junior, ditto 
Tate Monkhouſe, ditto 
Tate Mrs. ditto 
Þ Tayler Rev. Thomas, Ely-place h 
+ Taylor James, Poſtern-row, Tower- hill 
Taylor David 
Taylor John, junior 
* Taylor Robert, High- ſtreet, Borough 
Theakſton George, Chriſtchurch, Surry 
Thompſon Alexander, Upper Clapton 
Thornton Samuel Eſq. M. P. Clapham + 
* Thornton Henry Eſq. M. P. ditto 
* Thornton Robert Eſq. M. P. ditto 


+ Toller Rev. Thomas, Lower-ſtreet, [0ingron 


Travers Joſeph, Swithin's-lane 
Trotter. Rev. John D. D. Knightſbridge 
Turnbull William M. D. Wellcloſe-ſquare 


U 
Unwin Samuel, Hackney 


Unwin Mrs. ditto . 
+ Urwick Rev. Thomas, Clapham 


4 | Waugh 


Cini) 


vw 


Waugh William, - Fenchurch-ſtreet 
Walker Jonathan, Ferham by Rotherham, 
Yorkſhire - 
Ware Jo. Henry, Bilhopſgate-ſtreet 
Waterſtone John, Liquorpond-ftreet 
Watſon William, Back- row, Iſlington 
Waugh Rev. Alexander, Alſop's Buildings 
Weir Thomas, Bloomſbury-ſquare 
Welchman Samuel, Chriſtchurch, Surry 
Wilberforce William Eſq. M. P. New Pa- 
" lace-yard 
White Joſeph 
Wilkie Andrew, Wheeler-ſtrece, Spital- 
fields 
Wilkie John 
f Williams Rev. Edward, Nottingham 
Wilſon John, Feachurch-ſtreet 
1 Winter Rev. Robert, Hammerſmith 
Woodward Robert 
+ Worthington Rev. Hugh, . 
INington 


Wright Joſeph, Milk-ſtreet 


1 | 1 
Young John, Bear- ſtreet, Leiceſter- feld 


„ &* * 
> - 
G 


'Þ 


( xix ) 


LIST of STEWARDS 


For the next ANNIVERSARY FesSTIVAL. 


TheMarquisof Huntly The Earl of Elgin 
Sir James Grant Bart, Col. Macleod of Mac- 


M. P. | leod M. P. 
Hon. Captain David Eric Mackay Eſq. 
Leſlie Geo. Cummings Eſq. 


Duncan Stewart Eſq. Robert Campbell 
Meſſrs. John Allday John Gordon 
John Henderſon John Mackay 
Hector Mackay Thomas Peacock 


N. B. If there be any miſtakes or omiſſions 
in the preceding Liſts, on notice being ſent to 
the Secretary, they ſhall be corrected in the next 
publication. | 
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